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So, how to engage tourists?

My experience:


• it’s quite easy 🙂


• tourists show genuine interest in 
the impacts of plastic pollution


• many people spontaneously start 
to clean beaches and are keen on 
learning more about sources and 
solutions


• through my presentations I provide 
them with background knowledge, 
sparking lively discussions 
afterwards
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From the idea to a multifunctional toolkit



The «AECO Marine Litter Toolkit for Arctic Expedition Guides»

Who’s who?

Melissa Nacke


Creator of the Marine 
Litter Toolkit

Eelco Leemans


Creator of the Marine 
Litter ID Cards

Julia Hager 


Creator of the Marine 
Litter Presentation



The «AECO Marine Litter Toolkit for Arctic Expedition Guides»

Presentation on Marine Litter in the Arctic


& Presenter’s Manual

by Julia Hager

Marine Litter ID Cards

by Eelco Leemans

What’s in the box?

Engagement Ideas 



1 - Engagement Ideas



2 - Marine Litter Identification Cards



3 - Presentation on Marine Litter in the Arctic

Overview of global plastic pollution

Nanoplastics



Focussing on plastic pollution in the Arctic

3 - Presentation on Marine Litter in the Arctic



3 - Presentation on Marine Litter in the Arctic

Focussing on plastic pollution in the Arctic



Ways to combat plastic pollution

3 - Presentation on Marine Litter in the Arctic



Advantages of the Marine Litter Toolkit

• different tools — multiple ways to 
engage tourists


• flexibility:

➡ tailor-made material for 

expedition guides 

➡ stand-alone components for 

single or complex use 


• motivating international travelers 
as multipliers


• ready to use & easy to update



First experiences with the ID cards

by Eelco Leemans, Svalbard, July - August 2023



What’s next? 

• the «AECO Marine Litter Toolkit 
for Arctic Expedition Guides» will 
be disseminated among 
members of AECO


• launch is intended for the 
upcoming Arctic season in 2024


• introductory webinar for 
expedition staf



Many thanks to our sponsors! 


